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Closings

The Lexington Club is Closing Because the Mission
Has "Dramatically Changed"

Posted By Anna Roth on Thu, Oct 23, 2014 at 3:34 PM

It's a sad day in the Mission as Lila Thirkield, owner of The

Lexington Club, announced that she is selling the city's only
remaining lesbian bar (assuming you don't count Wild Side
West).

"Eighteen years ago I opened The Lex to create a space for the
dykes, queers, artists, musicians and neighborhood folks who
made up the community that surrounded it," Thirkield writes in
a statement on Facebook. "Eighteen years later, I find myself
struggling to run a neighborhood dyke bar in a neighborhood
that has dramatically changed."

They were forced to pay market rate rent a few years ago, but
she says that in of itself wasn't the death knell. It was the LGBT
community's exodus to Oakland (along with everyone else) that
made the business unsustainable.

"When a business caters to about 5% of the population, it has
tremendous impact when 1% of them leave. When 3% or 4% of
them can no longer afford to live in the neighborhood, or the City, it makes the business model
unsustainable," she writes.

The comments on the post are also poignant, with many mentioning how much the bar meant to them when
they were young and new in S.F.

M yeah, ok. Follow

the Lexington Club was crucial to me in my 20s. I've had
amazing times there. thank you for Everything ¢l

Read Thirkield's full statement on Facebook, and prepare yourself to say goodbye to a part of the
community that won't be easy to replace.
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Oakland is the crime capital of California and in the top five in the country. SF high

O real estate prices are the only thing going for Oakland.
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Jack Kerouac and his post WWII buddies would've been run out of town , most
unceremoniously , by today's San Francisco.. . An Apple Store instead of City Lights .

R Estado Corporativo ... Mussolini's vision lived , after all !! " Beats " replaced by black
arm band wearing Steve Jobs mourners ...
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Posted by " First time as tragedy , then as farce . " on 10/26/2014 at 1:24 PM

O Sad day for SF. But come on over to Oakland. Tat's where we all are.

/™

report 3likes, 2 dislikes & like % dislike

Posted by oak1555 on 10/25/2014 at 4:25 PM

[ LikE US ON FACEBOOK

S SFoodie
7,117

Check out the new addition to
Rainbow:

Rainbow Grocery Has a

Cafe, With Stumptown
{‘f\#ﬂﬂ

Facebook social plugin

_SLIDESHOWS

Phish at the Bill The 4th Annual
Graham Auditorium Masquerotica 2014
- NSFW

More Slideshows »

Subscribe to this thread: By Email With RSS Showing 1-3 of 3

| Subscribe to this thread

Post Comment

http://www sfweekly.com/foodie/2014/10/23/the-lexington-club-is-closing-because-the-mission-has-dramatically-changed

2/3


https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfweekly.com%2Ffoodie%2F2014%2F10%2F23%2Fthe-lexington-club-is-closing-because-the-mission-has-dramatically-changed&text=The%20Lexington%20Club%20is%20Closing%20Because%20the%20Mission%20Has%20%22Dramatically%20Changed%22&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfweekly.com%2Ffoodie%2F2014%2F10%2F23%2Fthe-lexington-club-is-closing-because-the-mission-has-dramatically-changed
http://sfist.com/2014/10/23/oh_no_citys_only_lesbian_bar_the_le.php
https://twitter.com/annaroth
http://www.sfweekly.com/sanfrancisco/ArticleArchives?author=2127208
http://www.sfweekly.com/sanfrancisco/Tools/ReportComment?oid=3224329
javascript://like comment
javascript://like comment
http://www.sfweekly.com/sanfrancisco/Tools/ReportComment?oid=3224282
javascript://like comment
javascript://like comment
http://www.sfweekly.com/sanfrancisco/Tools/ReportComment?oid=3223591
javascript://like comment
javascript://like comment
http://www.sfweekly.com/sanfrancisco/Rss.xml?oid=3220498&id=comments
javascript://Subscribe
https://www.facebook.com/sfweeklyfoodie
https://www.facebook.com/help/?page=209089222464503
https://www.facebook.com/sfweeklyfoodie
https://www.facebook.com/sfweeklyfoodie?ref=stream&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/sfweeklyfoodie?ref=stream
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfweekly.com%2Ffoodie%2F2014%2F10%2F30%2Frainbow-grocery-has-a-cafe-with-stumptown-coffee&h=OAQHE7wT2AQEfNoozr9p62IoVgtD59QQePHVL65yEGd2vwg&enc=AZNk9k9QATyXFlvGvyCQuCBXAvUnIn4e-6UOsmAXY4jWb8sfyYol1nK2w0gCUSv8r-UITWVaZNVZlkY1NbU21olaCABOOc_khqRVN3X5bbAxhjeeb067lNB_ePcNIHZHm1CgYrjxLmMRXjp60ghVqtNw74Cw_OC6v5dIB0KPA-blMQ&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sfweekly.com%2Ffoodie%2F2014%2F10%2F30%2Frainbow-grocery-has-a-cafe-with-stumptown-coffee&h=FAQG4XUmP&enc=AZMMRh7AtSIkcjKZNPBcZ_JQS1aHAZqdtT_CecXgYUTF9OnXvcKBTmhSew2yFArpbIQOc9ZbgNvmSCWniGQwOvM_ijZ7OImTLRMPROsuom_DgUbyWK8r7QPeBWjOrHIkzMwnIQ9v1XbpRUQO3o2F_8jTE-zcMtm7W5QaNQsyRKd8eg&s=1
http://www.sfweekly.com/sanfrancisco/phish-at-the-bill-graham-auditorium/Slideshow?oid=3226973
http://www.sfweekly.com/sanfrancisco/phish-at-the-bill-graham-auditorium/Slideshow?oid=3226973
http://www.sfweekly.com/sanfrancisco/the-4th-annual-masquerotica-2014-nsfw/Slideshow?oid=3224852
http://www.sfweekly.com/sanfrancisco/the-4th-annual-masquerotica-2014-nsfw/Slideshow?oid=3224852
http://www.sfweekly.com/sanfrancisco/ImageArchives?feature=Slideshows
http://engine.adzerk.net/r?e=eyJhdiI6NzMxNzcsImF0Ijo0MywiYnQiOjAsImNtIjoxNjc3OTYsImNoIjoxNjYxOSwiY3IiOjU0ODgwMywiZGkiOiI2MjYwOTkwZTUwMDI0MDk3ODI3NzMxOTg4YjFmMjA2OCIsImRtIjoxLCJmYyI6NTYyNjI3LCJmbCI6Mjk2NTgyLCJpcCI6Ijc0Ljg4Ljg1LjE5MCIsIm53Ijo5NTQyLCJwYyI6NTAsInByIjo1NjEwNywicnQiOjEsInJmIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8iLCJzdCI6NTcyOTIsInVrIjoidWUxLTNmMGZlMDYxNWE3NzQ3OGU4Y2Y3MDNkY2YzNzA5OTExIiwidHMiOjE0MTQ3MDgyMzU4NzgsInVyIjoiaHR0cDovL3d3dy50b3RhbHRyYXNoZmVzdC5jb20vIn0&s=bYfK0UtQQLlPpMet8cn54eZmoDo

